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Pressure
On the Press

h;vwz.m " fascim comesto thia coun:
3 come tnthe

Amertcanism i
—a remark atributed to Huey Long

HE HAD THE BELIEF that i you can
control the communications media, such
& broadcasting, the press and the
movies, you can control the minds of the
poaple . . which may or may not be
true.
At any rate, he thought it was true —
w0 n. set about doing
ol of the_ ecommunications

l!ﬂl Was 1ot (o report events and o
comment on them, he decided. That
business of “comment” left too much
room open for “erfticlsm."

And what poftcian wants ritcism?

The role of the communications
‘media, he felt, was Lo report events . . .
as the government saw them and
then to approve of them,

THE PERSON he delegated 10 make
this beliel & working policy said to the
press: “It can never be the task of the
press to lecture the party and the state
and to give advice 1o them or to criticze
‘publlc institutions and personalities "

The press then was to be an arm of
the state,

At o oicls egms llag the
press what had L

ppen
Teporied, what was mot fo be reported.

And heaven help the reporter or
‘Bewspaper who tried to defy this.

AT THE FIRST press conferences, the
new governmental officials were palite
and only pointed out places where they
disagreed with the press, and they asked
the press lo “consider"” the point of view
of the goverament.

But It didn't take the press very Jong
to reallze that these “requests’’ were

indeed commands, and defiance of them

could have serious consequences
A short time later, the governmental
Is told the press that in the

thing to swim &

ry soon, prison sentences and fines
began being imposed on Journalists for
“mistakes," and an editor and publisher
from one papér were sent away because
they had mistakenly fuxtaposed & photo
l:nw“n w a trau-lm: carnival below a
photog a procession of
lrwrmmrnh] hlhrm(

EVERY NEW PRESS conference
meant new intimidation of Journalists —
and consequently less public knowledge

“mitakes” became commomplace, and
Journallsts who had commitied too many
‘mistakes fust disappeared.

Soon, sogans 1 clches epaced
sound. news amalysis he
government was much n.wm
Journalists were warned ot to look for
any  “dishrmonies’  within the
government, “because they simply don't
et i

of the dimsas o ottty
Most of oo

After five or six years,
e o e ow
of them, and they

Ater the new regime had been in
pawer-for five years, 1t was abie 1o say
i opotn: “eas o s by

v s of the
later,
are a priori above amy critieism by the

s & Utde
[ Or maybe you fust think it all
sounds fancihl and insae.

But then what woald you expect
from u crary house paister from
Munich?

Without Industry, Wenonah Is in a Bind

Homeowners Bear the Tax Burden, and It's Going to Get Heavier
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ADMINISTRATIVE principal of Wenona seh
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N.J. "Abuses ed
Rent Moratorium

Slated for 10 Days
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Injury in Crash

GLASSIONO - A 17earold
Prtman youth narrowly ewcaped
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Crash Injures
Berlin Resident

POLICE R Miller wonders 1t request for third patroiman
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