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President’s Ixe tter -

It was great to see such a won-
derful turn outat the_}anuary
meeting. It seems everyone

enjoyed the Antique Road

Show. We certainly seem to

have some unique hidden treas-

ures in our town! Much thanks
to Crossroads An tiques!

- The upcoming year promises to
‘bring some interesting and
unique programs. Thismonth
our program will be about
archaeology and digs.
Next month we will be pre-
sented with an hourvideo pres:

entation by South Jersey Ghost

Research! Be sure to see their -

website!

-Thankny‘ou to all Of);ou who

have helped Bring these to :

fruitionl

- Thank you toall who have ol

unteered tocontinue with the
various parts of our newslet-

ter that we have all come to
appreciate. Thismonth's article

on the Military Academy was
puttogether by Eileen Carak-

er. Be sure to go to the Wenon-

ah School in February to see
the display of the Wenonah
military Academy Artifacts.

‘ This should be "up by Valen-

tine's Day.

May the month of February

find youallin good healthand -

in the spirit of the season—

filled with LOVE!
Happy Valentine’s Day!
- 'Vicki' MeCall

A Reader’s Submission

The picture of the old Raﬂway
Station in the October Newslet-
ter made me think of the little
gentleman that used to lower
and raise the crossing gates when
the trains came through town.
He had a little shack on the SE.
corner of the railroad crossing
where he could sit and wait for
theirarrival Atone time I lived
at 5 E. Mantua Avenue. It had
been my Grandfather Stout’s
home when he was the country
doctor on Wenonah. It waseither
Sunday or Saturday that the
Wenonah Military Aca demy
would have their weekly parade
down Mantua Avenue to the cor-
nerof the park where they would
then turn south to their drill
field. was fun to watch. our
phone numberin those days was
# 1. Iremember when the phone
company changed it to #200
and my Grandfather Stout was
upset All calls went through the

switchboard that was located on

thesecond floor of the building
across the street from the station.
When we went to Woodbury
High School we could take the
Wood Busor the train. The cost
was 1 0¢ on the train or the bus,
but you could get 50 trips for
$4.50 on the train ifyou pur-
chased a block ticket. Therefore,
the Wenonah School Board
would give us $4.50 to cover 50
trips to Woodbury. That repre-
sented 25 school days. I can
remember walking up Clinton
to Wenonah Elemen tary School
in the early 30s when there were
several homesin those two blocks
that were boarded up because
they had been lost to the mortgage
holder They didn’t get used until
the war years broughtin people
to work 1n industry 1n our area.
The Woodbury Times cost 3¢.
Asapaperboy Igot 2/3 ofacent
per paper to deliverit. Wenonah

wasa great PlaCQ to gI'OW up 1n.

-Bob Sundt, Tucson, AZ
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The Wenonah Militar

1904-1934

1 Academy

Fifth in a series of articles of some of Wenonah's more notable structures (series started by Milton Webb in February 2001 )
xcerpts from Marge Lentz’s book, A History of Wenonah

by Eileen Caraker

The Wenonah Military Academy
opened its doors September 20,
1904 in what was previousiy
known as The Wenonah Inn. The
Academy wassituated on the block
east of Wenonah Park. The rooms
that formerly accommodated hotel
guests who were interested in
dancesand the cuisine now accom-
modated cadetsinterested in horse-
manshipand the higheststandard
of academic and military educa-
tion. Hotel rooms were converted
to classrooms, dormitories, a library
achapelandan infirmary The Acad-
emy consisted of a main building,
a gymnasium, two cottages, two
athletic fields, and stables for the
horses. The main building, three
stories high, contained the lobbya
large dining hall, a kitchen and
bakerya library reading room, sci-
ence hall, an infirmary with six
beds, and sixty rooms which made
up the dormitoryand classrooms.

The first officers of the Wenonah
Military Academy were Stephen
Greene, presidentand owner, his
sonand vice-president Dr. William
H. Greene, who was an interna-
tionally known scientist, local doc-
tor H A. Stout, treasurer and Major
J R Jones secretary It was Major
Jones who originally conceived
theidea ofa mlitaryacademy On
the Board of Counsel were the Rev
Raymond H Gage and Thomas W,
Synnott. Captain Percy C. Jones

‘was commander ofthe cadetsr

Although Wenonah was accus-

tomed to social activities at the
Wenonah Inn during the summer
months, the Wenonah Military
Academy kept the town hopping
during the school term. The first
month the Academy was opened,
there were several activities includ-
ing,a reception and dance for two
hundred people, a skating carni-
val on Warner’s Lake with hun-
dredsoflighted lanterns, a minstrel
show; a house party and numerous
football games. This wasin fact the
beginning of a social whirl that

kept Wenonah spinning for the
next thirty years. Wenonah resi-
dents™®ere invited to band con-
certs, glee club performances, drama
productions,declamation contests
and horsemanship exhibitions.
Local girls were invited todances
and on Sunday the whole town
turned out for the dress parade
and drill demonstrations. The big
annual events were two gala dances,
the Mid-Year Drilland Dance,and
the Senior Prom at the end of the
year. The Cadets wore full dress
uniform with white cotton gloves
and the girls wore full-length gowns.
Dance etiquette at the time ensured
that partners danced with six
inches of space between them.

During the Presidency of Dr.
CharlesH. Lorence, the Wenonah
Military Academy reached its Feak
with of 200 cadets who came from
as far away as California and Cuba.
The average student enrollment
was 125 cadets. Cadetsenrolled in
the classical, Latin-scientific, or
English-commercial courses Mili-
tary science included instruction

in rifle practice, infantry drills,
horsemanship and military disci-

line. Horsemanship instruction
was $100 extra; thisincluded the
rental of the horse.

In its advertising the Wenonah
Military Academy emphasized
the following: “Established asits
guiding Principle the formation
of moral character, the teaching of
respect forauthorityand the adher-
ence to the fundamentalsofa sound
academicand businesseducation”.
It went on to say “Wenonah hasa
quiet seclusionand 1s sufficiently
removed from the dangerousentice-
mentsofthe city and yetis within
easy reach of the city streets on the
West Jersey and Seashore Rail-
road. Wenonah 1san entirely resi-
dential town with no factories. It has
itsown entirely independent sani-
tary drainage system. The sale of
intoxicants within a mile of the
Academy 1sabsolutely prohibited
by law and the town hasa marked
freedom from sicknessand disease.”

In 1913 the annual charges of
$600 include: tuition, board, heat,




light, twelve piecesof laundryand
mending of underclothing Tuition
doubled during the years while
adding to its services, table lined,
pressing and use of firearms. How-
ever, this tuition did notinclude the
$250 cost for a uniform. The cadet
wore a uniform of gray witha white
belt and white crisscross straps
both in frontand back ofthcjack'
etand a chinstrap held the hat.
The officers’” full dress uniform
included a sword, sash and a shako.
The uniformsalternated between
the khakiof the US. Armyand the
gray of West Point Academy After
the 1920’s the uniforms stayed
the same as the U.S. Army con-
sisting of khaki puttees, high-laced
shoes, jackets that buttoned at the
neck,and overseas caps(a tall, neat

#*<ap worn by French soldiers). By

916 the Academy announce
that there 1s “now a waiting list:
every available space is filled” Mili-
tary training was under ROTC
(Reserve Officer Training Corps)
regulations. Lessons were taughtin
accordance with US. ArmyInfantry
Drill Regulations. All formations
were 1n a mihtary manner, cadets
were expected tostand erectatall
time and salute their officers. Rooms
were inspected every day for dust
or dirt, and properly made beds.
The US governmentassigned guns,
ammunition, and equipment to
the cadets, which had to be returned
at the end of the year. To ensure
that the cadets were on their toes
an inspection of rifles, bayonets,
uniformsand shoes was performed
every week,and dirty equipment
earned extra duty for the offending
cadet. Extra duty consisted of walk-
ing guard duty at 128 steps per
minute in the cadet’s spare time,
polishing the Civil War cannonsat
the campus entrance, or walking

“Maround the track in the athletic

field with rifle in hand. Smoking was
considered the worst offence; it
earned ﬁfty hours of extra duty,
and a two-week suspension.

ADay in the Life ofa Wenon-
ah Military Academy Cadet

*6:00am. Reveille was called, sig-
naling rising of the calisthenics.

Breakfastin the dining hall
-8:00am. Classes start until 2:00 pm.

+2:00-4:00 p.m. Drills took place
in the park orin the field

"4:00 pm. Sports Practice

Formal assemblies were held every
evening before dinner. The cadets
assembled in front of the Academy,
and the band played and marched
in parade formation for Retreat-

the lowering of the flag.
*6:00 p.m. Dinner in the Mess Hall

*7:00 p.m. ~9:00 pm. Cadets stud-
ied in their quarters

9:00-9: 30 p.m. Cadets were
allowed to socialize

- 9:30 p.m. Call to the quarters
preparation for bed

~10:00 pm. Final room check Taps
sounded tosignal the end of the day

Academics were rated in four clas-
sifications, distinguished, Honor,
Profaning,and Unclassified. Clas-
ses were posted quarterlyand deco-
rations were awarded: The Honor
role allowed for certain privileges
such as reporting late on Saturday
night‘ The classes were small, with
eight to twelve students. Teachers
were expected to stay close to their

students, each faculty member had
hisown group,and they lived with
their groupand ate in the mess hall
The school motto was “Send us
your boys and we will return to
you the man”. TheAcademy focused
high intellectual achievement, but
with equal consideration to the
development ofasound bodyand
superior ideas.

The military discipline soon earned
the Academy the name of “The
West Point of South Jersey” and
athletics brought fame to the school
Stephen Greene’s athletic field
boasted a grandstand that held
500 spectators. Cadetsrana quar-
ter-mile cinder track, played foot-
ball with prep schools like Malvern,
Seton Halland Pennington, played

e

baseballand practiced horseman-
ship and military tactics. A twelve-
acre field along Woodbury-
Glassboro Road was used for polo
and lacrosse. Golf was played in
the Oak Valley Country Club o,
originally Altwald Golf Links,
which wasssituated 1n awooded area
off Ogden Road. The word “ogden”
isderived from the Swedish word
meaning “valley of the oaks.”

During the summer the polo ponies
were taken to the Pocono area where
Camp Wenonah was established
for a number of years. On the
Wenonah polo field one polo team
defeated a West Point team. Many

graduating cadets gained recog-
nition on college teamsand Herbert
J Pennock, who became a major
leagues pitcher, is named in the
Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooper-
stown, N.Y.

Inaddition to the Wenonah Inn, the
Military Academy occupied the
CharlesH Lorence Cottage which
housed senior cadets, currently
known as 11 S. Clinton Ave and
owned by Joe and Diane Maga-
relli. The Clayton A. Snyder Cot-
tage which housed junior cadets s
located on the corner of Mantua
and Clinton Avenues. A drill hall
was built behind the Academy
along Cherry Street and it was
claimed to have the largest floor
space of any gymnasium in South
Jersey It was large enough to drill
anentire battalion,and of course, to
accommodate dancesattended by
as many as six hundred people. A
stone wall wasadded fronting the
Academyand in1916.The build-
ing formerly housing Wenonah
Inn’s bowling alley was convert-
ed toa science laboratory

At the start of the 1935 school
year Dr. Charles H. Lorence
announced the Wenonah Mili-
tary Academy would close “because
of economic reasons.” The closing
of the Wenonah Military Acade-
myended an era. The main build-
g of the Academy was demolished
mn 1938 Ieaving 1ts gray stonewall
to mark its former location. The
Academy’sdrill hall was declared
unsafeand it along with the Cedar
field grandstand was demolished.
The fabric of Wenonah had been
enriched by the presence of this
greatacademy As dogwood treesin
the park were maturing into full
grown beautiful trees, so was the
Borough maturing. Although the
Academy was gone, never to return
again, Wenonah had gainedarich
legacy from the Academy along
with new residents and a strong
sense ofpatriotism.




pebruary Meeting

Friday, February 8, 2002 - 7:30pm

Wenonah Community Genter (Train Station)

Our February meeting will be a program of interést about
archaeology and archaeological digs. For a more detailed descripf
tion of the program, please contactJane Ramsay.

Mareh’s rqeetir([g

Come next month to see an hourflong video presentation b
South Jersey Ghost Research. To find out about SJGR, visit

their website at WWWS]grorg

How fo Contfact Us
Mail: WHS PO.Box 32 “Wenonah, NJ08090-0032
E-mail: temporarily unavailable due to the demise of @home

THE MISSION OF THE
WENONAH HISTORICAL

SOCIETY
The objectives of this Society shall be:

L To acquire and preserve historic docu-
ments, records, artifactsand memorabilia

of the Borough of Wenonah.

2. To locate and acquire a suitable place
for the storage and display of such materials.

3. Toencourage the protection and preser-
vation of historical landmarks and pornts
ofinterest within the Borough of Wenonah.

4.To encourage historical andgenealogif
cal research,and Publication of itsresults.

5. To encourage interestin history gener-
allyand in Wenonah history in particular,
among the youth of Wenonah.

6. To make all information and acquisi-
tionsof the Society available to the pubhc.
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